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FOREWORD 

BY 

MR.By T C SRINIVASA. IYENGAR Avl. B A B L. 
High Court Vakil* MADURA, 

MEMBER, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MADRAS 

.AND 

Honorary Secretary, MADURA TAMIL SANGAV^ 
MADURA 

—-y o t« *— 

Tholkappiam is the earliest work m the 

Tamil language now extant. The author 

Thrmathoomagm Muni, son of Jamathagni 

» 

Hishi, y is one of the^twelve disciples of Agasthy.i, 
the patron saint of the Tamils. Being a Bhargav a, 
he goes by his family name in its diavidiamsed 
form/ and as such is familially known as 
Tholkappiar ( Qfit&aruiSljjn ) 

The introduction to the work was written 
by Panambaranar, the authors fuend and 
colleague as a disciple. From it we learn thifc 
! the work waB read out to learned men m the 
presence of Athankofcasan another of the eminent 
disciples of Agasthya, in the court of thePandiyan 
King, That the work must h&ve passed through 
the critical ordeal and won h^gh approbation 
shorn* out by two undoubted circumstances 



{ti} 

▼iz that, after this 'work, tlfet Writer work o( 
the master Agasthya, beccftne ob^lete and that 
in spite of many l&ter learned works on the 
subject Q&f&jHtaiSuj'ji and ifs classical comftien- 
taries have, thLough all the time extending over 
seveial centunes, continued to be the source of 
authority m grammar. 

It is difficult to fix the date of this great work, 
^hat it is very ancient goes without saying. 
This work is sa.d to be a woik of the second 
of the renowned Sangams The introductory 

verse of Panambaranar states that the work is 

✓ 

full of the principles from Amthra Vyakarnam. 
It is deducible therefrom that when Tholkappiam 
was composed either Paniniya Vyakarnam did 
not exist oi had not attained any celebrity If 
the inference be correct, the work must have 
been composed 5 or 6 centuries before the 
Christian eia 

Malavai Mahalmga Ayyar was the first to 
print the 1st book of this work. The late 
C. W. Thamotharam Pillai, several years ago, 
laid the Tamils, under a deep debt of grati 
tude by bringing out in print an edition of all 
the 3 books of this work with the commentary. 
Some years back that indefatigable worker in 



the cause of Tamil, Mr Bavanantham Pillai, 
brought out an edition of the 3l<J book of this 
work with commentary. The Madura Tamil 
Sangana published a section of one of the books 

i 

of the woik with i commentary Mr M Raga* 
viengar the chief Tamil* Pandit of the Tamil 
Ijexicuu^Committee, has, at the instance of Dr. 
Sri Kanta Litt. D of Colombo written a lucid 
exposition of the principles of the third and 
biggest book of Q^eienuiSu* m fine piose and 
this was published by the Madura Tamil Sangarn 
recently. 

My friend Pandit P C. Punnaivananatha 
MudaliaCs plucky attempt to bung out a nea£ 
and handy edition of the Text alone of the great 
wotk tor easy and ready reference with head 
notes of the subject matter of the Sutrams, will 
be widely appreciated and encouraged. Though 
the woik requires no introduction to the public, 
still, it is a great pleasure to me to comply with 
my'friend’s desire to write this brief preface. 

Madura 1 T C. SRINIVASAN, 

21 - 5—22 f 



\L$Qs>Qg>$>\fi\g&5&\3>a>3.eir5n?£0g> 

Cfffri^Lpuu^nfT^ff'iUcju), 

Q^LLi^Gstu^ ic>niL£ { iB&3> Geuo>siu 

^'cfTQJU3 : irfiiin56’fTnd) aFSNLnnscf'aauGu^jo 
S^LpULjO) SJjn^GfPGsDfl^^lQfl^UJ 
67^11 &Ga>(TL.6B)L_ 

0$ (rnffniutaTiL{Bi^fT06ugaefr 
i'puqss)! 

fyaixreiipjSionGri ucmtptu pStp jpjreti&sfflp &p 
tf>pjSiriqo', / ip b ttrad <$ s !0 ? ( <s p Sip jtf s^evss) * tSstr 
iLjtr, Q^fiU!j^ofr6Usin9>S%r>iipc evtp&oj 6U6in&&%irujiL 
&tmp «0«£ U7iLjS q^ mQp G^n^jarru 

l5'u.t£6B)£LJ ueoOir'ig^JJ&jssiffiLjL-ssr u&iiu^Qsmir 

&LJ 0*0(0 f-D .Ql&WL-iJ) (IT)Ul9gj}Hf, 

^CUUfiLji) ltl-QlA jgtsiFIQ'j j $pQfL}<$$au,(r& e&0Si/ 
fftrj$>}Li) uQuiSa&uui— 1 ) fipjnp (v^mp fflvjubrj)), 
LOgJ&rxrp pSLp&& r bl%p$p &6i>$U$6St psUpjLtf 
tojasmflrtiSoV) QswoiwmfyL-jr es>p®siv3^6i> ptSipu 

* LopsapuLi&}sutisar,uDSinjaQairuir^ gtujTir Ga/ # 

ffuShinoi/niJiiiutiaik ^(VfQteoQsueSi sirQsvgg 

GD'j> 0 pu 8 Lpff@ifliiJir &uL9ffu}6Bsfhus*eSprint&£& ar. 

fl@#ir®j ) *4a6$ajirmr*ib i $irL0 *npjr)5fv*i.«i pi&ipn&iftAifr 
6T w v isusoshiir fiJStefUt-r uj^n jsar. 
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u ?k up.fi/rru9j^uusu^iMTSsr \j$Lnp. LjSfflfisSTsta 
(riT^^3^2^iL!lTir6UfT<5e{T ueo i9r$&clsiT ensufig) epu 
Ljuunrfijsa (Lfi$vj3!BliTiBs%r gj>0 nolaipQ, cpsu 
Qour(jT) (Oj$p}irp j&Lb (LppsQoX) fi^iu^Qur^oir 
atrL-i if, Q#reii&rui9\upfi$6ai(i>aJ(Trj>G3r &sO(Lpfip&& 
0 Jiuoy xr&cktru urSirfifilesr Lfpiblu airuutrar# 
Q&irpgju uJSTubufTU^/r^^Ccffiuem GuffirJ'fPiuesi 
$jsur£*rfiiu ptfilu uiru9ff& Q&iuin5fr$<;stf)t—<6ist jy& 1 

&L-Uf-QfjLJUgl UrJrL-U.j3fi3&£l. 

^LJLjfifi iLA yustiUTl _Ifl 6UffUUS!P!J fiPIH LLGUTS 

&mpi3ar Gpun u> p suit $ (£)&&& &Hf>jBuuGui& 
0Lr,i3 < a)/f<a0u3 (tursi)L9a«ujLt^.u 

(o<ur&LDr(3)io -^ULjfifiSfismfi fi&tufiesr 

ft 

JDi -CIU, Q 7tUlLfL-UHL—&l>3>Tm3U Qpfie8lU &$S0 Lffifi 
aiaadsfifi ^JTL-t^-tLjLO ffitup/filiLjUi fit8\LJ 

(LpjteSiurj surra sit es laa^m n~^tpuLjLD lhtim— 
L^ppa&otf, (gfismQ'53)1 sin sin utppjfiLBLQjjjrGiaBsff 
jiij&^L-.® < tf«ff<su 0 LO i9. kit- QfiihuirppfieQtuirir <su> 
Qu&fhurtWj&gffi ptBipicaasir MBTjflug-ftriK&si 
&L-uurG>ls8)Lj.ujirrsutr. 
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G ^ndjan u i\uuurru5iis)9<§ £ ^lun^rPujfT 

ijff50ff65ST(ip3;0n LO n@5G)i3><$A y 175)7^ 

^(56iina)SiiniLjss)L.Lunn G&m$jr) 

Lj tdl.ujt^ld 

^0wU/TSrTT. LL. 8rJBp7U<T65m^>U 6?£]oliir 
cg/aii&srr <9k-jr$liu 

&jnuLjLjuiru5ljiA, 

CftlPjTOcjLUfT^lPdJUUfT 

eamr&sffi^rs «0®4l«) ld«»)0so 
pemeswjryit pirp$p piSipSewa &ji[Lp<A 
«T(LppQpreS QpusipS &PtU6Wj]jQ&iro\) (ipi)fl 

* 

U(Lppp(ff)Lc> (olu<r(Tf)L-3r<oTn8ii ucri^p QpirfXMru&u 
um9irp pgpjpirp (Vjppitrp 

pi'Uftp QdJfsauj etrfhLiedTf)® S^strplp 
Qpesn&&) arijtip Qpprafr tpgi &ibi& 

Lt&r&flfiffJar p$«fn—4t»ir>t— Lbr&jp LfoiiOJirs 
,Q&r(rr)ptr jpimirutf 65s u&oll 

Lt0€ifJJ} pStpHttlfL^I LA&Stl. (9)Jplpltl9p 

Glpfiga 55«jrjQ/rj» (3u>7y9&@j)i eSyQ&w 

$pnplL-P QpT**ir U tS'UStft&LSipLJ l$ppM59T 
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*®/' ) t$(§ Q fiGSiSDK* 6 efippa (Lpaoin 
evipa&r pswutu Qiatoiihgijjii 6it<t&isisr 
Gp'ip&aur p vnLCdujr eoirp jyL. gpjpSsvTssr 
f^UjQuirtjS QsdL^scQujpi Lfpp {Jm'fltLjssar 
^Lnuudi) (c oUoTTToWT ^IDJ(ipi^LU-inn eu$ 
kjUL/Slju^ U'lrmSfO QLbTij^Ljessiir uurmu9p 
&y9Qujr)i SL-pssoiffs eRatsnpujtE) siresrsi) 
<±_UU3ir& 3>6SS1 &IT6ffiT &_pdilULL USSuPijjlsBr&r 
Q&uuqrjLc l j&igzn>L-ffi J'jJLcUfT (F,IT^65T 
K6\8><u jjlnpcBip flssniBaeS ibteBsursifr 
insti&iLi p&ipsF&iB spjgubir LLirsssriSlssrssr 
OdP.irfir/rc— tfiro/aj/f ^ffs^SsOas <s 

QprsuaQiu pLBtp&sckoa Qa ST0 eot&irar 

<ULDirj£Qf) usony. p<r 

uriEj 0)ju usti^pjsmajs aofTQptci 

(Suirp/SlSlssr LfffiSDLD QtUtrQsfTSSTU 

(ourpjjjjpifi pm&Ssisrsift l jenraafitusar 
L|S5t 2S5T6U6ST (BfT£6BT <5T&f(gpl 
u>6Wjp'3u(f SjysSiu wusmu) QujsQar. 


jP/5^PlS@« 
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SrJBpQUJGSttlpU ggtfutir, 





^ 0 <? &p p ti U6t ii 

__ C 

u^uLftsmrr, 


“pnpQaitrsifr (opius^ia j^ssrsnp.u^ff uth^^hj 

lj r>> ^ovm urp% i_o^ firt—Qjjir &.lh 

GkarnpiBip jtjLthibiK ^aebQi^upp Q<j/r0L_^?t_.” 

aL-gpi'D&p eSiugfoszm @/r«v#,ig; ew^p 
ib&uQlj pLo uisstty&siT QpreirjiiS ' r «^«0)<£0®n ( i? 
uj/r^ansu. rtir&ifl&Lb ewriimp ll< s«<>rrr6v) 

Qu&uulLQu uswremu.&sirnti ip&irt 
9-tU/K ^0«0tC <?lftlu'3lML$A6fr ^l9^JTiULD &!?£, 
etipfisir #L£&n)a$7f)£ixs, piBipmeiifp Stajpohasar 
eQsveQiuiM QJDsiDiL-ir qp^SdJ ^irftLj&'dtursnrr&o'r 
j^Sui9srr\ULJUL-i^(T^i^(njir^sn, ®MpjM5it spsx 
qrjQiU pStpOi^rL^ujcSi^ ssoasuipa^, j&JTeisuLp 
«0 ST«JTjgaJ/j90dJtp«0<^ &pULja»L-llJj$IT&& assr 
esrL~iD, indsinjirsnixif el.w 

^W)lL(S QtD/r ^305*0^ ptrtU&L£>T&6l]Lt> iSsOfJfl l9p 
Quit LfliSgpjp d$ii9sir T^llldj pwflp^luw^ij) &jsk 
«nu5«»iua^4»i_(ujp. ffluQLbtrifl, ®}3i>£&sosrj&rrt&6iT 
Q#tuiuu4lLjjr)jpp6jQ4ia)£rei) QpSBrooTj>tTLo&£ai' 
mifp&Qp &pn^ QuiTQF}®flei><£8il±i ajtpi^tSsir i 
0«arswr® Bpps^eiwSjj^i ‘srmujfi, ‘ uyon^rt 
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*srr * srssrp tSur&pQ&i u$ E. S. W 
O^SffiTggfT jtjaitrssif L L. B \I R. A. S? 

€T^Qiij 0 fiuLfssiTjeO ed&irxa^Qp^} 

cpr mu.uf.bir m&i?* susnT&&hm'u 

bitili jtffimiLuf &r jijsr&iiusti'ipa&p, eurmfl 
uit> (LppeQuansu &fi}s8(LJrii9^LjiJSJTeujrr'X), % 
Ltfasr ^tlujju.ugjQ^^/? js ^sv&Quj 

$6ti&<£jti*r jfjsnui Qtifp jn ai<rtUu [ tpn/r 9 lF ) LJU£Su> 
«0*&ur/o. ^)ti jpotnpSeti fiv&ru QLLtryQtiJT&JJ 

pt-Bip i9pQuDirL^laiiF p airsmu^urrpp Quir^sifigo 

$puL]ssii _ tupirS^uugi &3U6sfl&& / g; r £as 

<*J3 QurQfjsifl<sv&&6wnA jqatn Upco man f$rtF) 
eusg)&jgg. ulLi—itisj 0 tuirssarQj) spuu£! *tp xscrgo 

QuiT(7F ) 3fRsi>&J,5KIUj; 6T uQ < CT L$ S $ Wff Gipi U) fL.olT^ft 
g&iui §)eo&&s8ifTjprGi)ir&& sj)p,i^jjuu / dsu^ 

GLfi/pQu>ry$Qiurosr r ij9p£?&jr p5iQ pfolubiri^aaour 
Qu/rQfFjstflm&ssayr&j ssirsQtursir &p / l>utnr&(8j Mp 
Qur^srrasrr fiafr^essTJULul.® ■SrOnsuuiU 

rt&l iQpSarpssr $} x 3 g 3 ) 5 aT sru.Q j:irL$$ sgu b p 18 
<pQu>iryjsl j§)safl3aSssra/LO iBjpivpLStp, asofipSip 
siasrajLD arrasQnpsnp urjr/rL-u-uuQeupni 3 pjy. 

(ou^jyiti 3su jpiQu>i y§ i3 gpips8u3& jj9 <$ pasflppjjtu 
Gtgt&ueaHonL-ujp gtssujjp; "^LBtp'ohm^uLfsssr 



(xiv)t 

ir^SHsLLuQiii Q&tLiom&3^rfjtX) 0 f iTef?&5f 
<« 3)/!$ULJs8c}s!ITpQpT&fiS QpJfsQu Q& retie®<so& 

ssssr e_(Lf/f^^3ar jysojSicioffl Q_p$<s®\ju Q&tr 
pUT^U/r($S^)fTj'J, 0^0^ QaJL-.fi'-ipffityGIlLJ J^W 
L)ur(&)Utr(i)3(6rrju>, jb)&pfigsr Qsumr 

^ir^LppeSijj QsiutqeSsossemrLpui^ ^)ssr^o^)T&n ssr 
tQinsyLD, &JL-Qu>iry9u9 ( D „Gu^uul-t” erair sul_ 
(otLLTlfl Q^SSlQlMTL^l33L-.etiSSs<l3SS!!TL- iiJbt 
Q&^T6ff^<s$<}uir,K.j)iMfiir^izsstiruu r titA. 
ptDLpQLLITlfl $}stfl SfiLblLfS8>L-tLi OiCtTL^^iUoku^JUi 

peisfip Qiliie/^la pssfiQijbiriflxHiUoXLjgui) Qupu 
uDoUfiTLC* 

tfr/5^60^^7 LD33sir puGbiMriflamiLi eiianra^ ssr 
(Wjii&HGirtr j>j<i>$Qtp£P u>&34Grr ^'Lp*^ jQiurtepsa 
fffsui, ffijMSLjSXft iSSUX) (?l_C0) , _(3 hr&ft&L£>3i3ft!L-flS 
&ir, gjuurafliuiflL-pjiiLD, (enmii.LSf.eti evw&jsffls 
&flu.pjg)u> ggffir&stfh—fijjptii ssAt Sk.l-.it Lb- ffijMir 
asrr <uireu(f^Lb ppfiib OibgL^S^ienerr MotisBsffS 
QfftMUjTS ^{ririuisjfiLt), aretiihQprjpiLb u<U3niJL-.p 
p&3 jpreO&SsrTuSuibj&iLjii, fiiiQuurL^iiSsSstistiir^ 
^jrStis8siJUl9fiQL£gL^lnSf®o^6SrjJILb GlDTL^^UIUIT^S 
gpu, usu&sdJBjsiredSska pQ p 

srus, svir&r&TjjstirUf fj}g&f 
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turn QppSiusmh 

&%srjk prujQirirLjSSlfetiQiU uu9stifip&& eSppjiuir 

7 

&rbsi)&'i5iT <5JpuQ<35pjhuub p<s&pu) QLttrift&nL] eu 
^^uQu^ssiLLtLjpjpisireuiria&T, a 

piDt-pfisri-® (Lplleupipira&itr&ltu QfirurfSb 
isliu (e&TLpuiev SBiir&strvjpiir) (8jjp$>Jd LoasreamaP 
<siTtT'GpiLf, Ljgosuir^sirir^iLti* uTJiri—Uf. 6U6Hfr&&u($u 
p»p kll **vuih r $i£ipLbtr£} i9esimir 9tm/§ 

Qsujp urL-L-ireti sp®flti9tpp}gp e -p&&iE)Q&r8k!j}> 
^tU l 'EjS6ST61T!Iu9^}]Lt) J UfiQ ^TOILJftTUi £IT P&P* 
U/.6B1 Spuirjs^^p^so L&spssrifluwtr gj^ur^jcA 1 i$ki 
&nL&tuiir LDjtiutT'£piu>viu jy 6 U(®^<* 0 ( tf ptrpjpJ(V^ 
Qpir ifiiu(njijur3 jij&&LD U&&LC) usu&sflsusr lyjppSi 
HJtfiir&odsti 6p(TF)L]p^y)U) eQ^^tursirdsa LDjgghfp^ 
Lnr< 35 iBsar JJ] «B)«6tfT0Q<*T© ( i*JiJ QrlFSCStiW ' 

Q&ed'jSplUb $)&&6N6llPaiSl69l 3691 GjrgtiQlDTL$ 

/5<coi_ sQiusupsmptLjzmtibjgi G&e&sSppimr'KUi 
Ou/T0W^U ‘u®)6UT(Tt?3<iF B<£jp5SSrQ <SpS&WQof$ 
Ssarp Ljeosurs^sn «i> 0®0 fi&3risJ3pj{iyJspLt> 

(tp&fia&ppjssr i9sff Vfity 

tyssjsnp 190 QmiF 24«- l&L 

etiirQtu jjftiAiDgissurjSec 'its* 

&mu.pp tJ6$t$' r 4-i*4>af}69T Our0(«w^ 



(xvi)t 

fiil&tr&mG), G^$aiT 0 ii, uuf.uur(irjLi> ^asriiSI&Q&fO 
£pi&Sa>iruTtu (Lfxisdm 'G^npVab jp$w jp ^ssmu i 
dUiy.# j3*^L_/5 f « anLQ&jroutz. <s^n jy^.OTjf 
LOfS&'H&sflp gp ST Lp $) J> SUTJT/TSP «J r J)U<_<_ (SSJToS 
£*« GklJSSt Lp'SB>P'U l j5i 0r<®%ir* GW 

“war© sdsni^^j fn$Lgsoaj <®533f© uoS'Lg'jasusmsmLD 
jy&3i-SUITai50tl>Lb ( Djr5l tUslEJxfl'ZB £)& {dpuu&flpp 

^lotih Gun. uiT^i£^^!J£3£^rroiKTasif*jtfr ^5 

tpuupj)] ibLCLtxr jyjLO KiLaiifi'S 1 *prsmpstisafrtrgjH'ii 
Ltop&&uuL-iipQfir®npdr l inp / l ttLbgp $fhj&L8i£ 
Quurifl $lUSV $StS)f I’STL-.SLD GTGBgplLt) QpjSB^piD 
oirtu/bjX ^dJstiiQ'miLjemL-.iugi ^(uppS^Lpssr 
ug .7 e_^<*swtp =®0 Q&tuiLjoireuip&jifj aresrj0tx> j §)0 
GU<X>9&]Lp3‘£g2)}J) $)UB£)‘Sloarp §)<ti J S‘BJU $DsP& 
saw ji/roti&arfl ssr Q^t^^Qiussts. 

Qipsstugi Q&rsosGlfafrjSljn&jSjpu uswossfhjwff) 
utirjfj prsirp^om ausmiriujppgju Q-jir(rrj&ronu>£l 
Qupu UirQiC UfL-gHLL, ^SSiS’SsmhiL^OtfSUUSW 
i9psgic utrt— gpuMtsa QsiLutrr&tslaiuu) uus 
0 U> u/t«w«du>u^. mu.sppS'Sipafu m 

{flJsv&tLjLn ei.€9)gtLfjiQuir(^^^lssir(muriTS(^/si Q>& 

L-Liii ft &(ff)LD &9L-.Shi9&!U ( yjUb QSail £u9& 

Ci 

figou Qiuir(th ) <3r,Giup&*ssippa§& a*0Lo 
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nj(tpsf)u.'ujp. ^}u(Lpjusmsa9soissaT(^ih 
jy*j!gltiJ!oB)iTQj5S8rgr)L-S8>L-ppQ Qptkafi'litrpL&ij) 
toinl.uf.GO jpjrsOGireurs GULpwSiuQaiasRjBiiii), jytis 
Meo j®33rs!jfiaWS8rQiJi/0L>.sar GUtpwQp'dpGaruga 
QppQpm eSstrm&rQ<$ryt}f>) t &9tnL£>iur60 ^j&pQuit 
QsFtLjp QjGOSaztiM^DU) QPPPlQl^P^ (Lppgptr&r 
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